Miss Frank’s Classroom Expectations

8th Grade English 

Contact Information:
Phone: (717) 397-1294 x. 1310
Email: heather_frank@cvsd.k12.pa.us
Website: http://hfrank.wiki.cvsd.k12.pa.us/Miss+Frank%27s+Classroom
Best times to contact: 9:14-9:58 and 1:56-2:40.
Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year! I am looking forward to an exciting and productive year.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call or email.  In order to ensure that both students and their parents/guardians understand the following information, please sign the back of this paper and return to Miss Frank in the front of your binder.
Classroom Materials:
Students are expected to be on time and prepared for class.  This includes having assignments completed, being prepared for exams and class discussions, and having all materials necessary for being successful in class.  Students must bring the following to class each day: agenda, writing utensil, novel, and a binder where all work will be kept.  This binder may be combined with your other classes, but one section must be identified for English class and needs to include five dividers for the following sections: literature, vocabulary, grammar, writing, and speech.  
Homework: 

I consider homework an assessment of your learning, therefore I do grade homework on a 2-1-0 scale.  Your homework will be part of your bellringer each morning, so you will be writing it down twice: once in your Bellringer Journal and once during the two-minute warning in your agenda.  Homework will sometimes be collected and graded.

Projects, Tests, & Quizzes: 

Projects and tests will always be announced in advance.  Quizzes may be announced the day of the assessment, as the expectation is that students are always prepared by paying attention in class and completing their homework.  Projects and tests will count as summative assessments in the gradebook and will affect the grade much more than quizzes, which I categorize as formative.
Make-Up Expectations:
If you are absent or leave school for any reason and are late submitting an assignment, you will have as many days as you were absent to submit that assignment for full credit (for instance, if you are absent on Monday, you will need to submit homework on Tuesday).  If you missed an exam or quiz, you must schedule your makeup within the same number of days.
Late Work:
Work that is submitted late will lose 5 points per day for each day it is late until you reach a minimum of a 50%.  Any work submitted after that will be scored at a maximum of a 50%. 
Re-Takes and Re-Writes:
I do allow re-takes of tests and re-writes of papers.  You are responsible for scheduling the re-take or the submission of the re-write with me.  The highest grade counts.

Reading Logs:
You are responsible for keeping a reading log for independent reading beginning September 5.  You must record your reading and have it signed by a teacher or a parent/guardian.  You are expected to read 400 minutes each month and the logs will be collected on the last school day of each month for a score of 20 points.

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is against the law and if a student is caught plagiarizing (or copying from another student for that matter), he/she will receive an automatic discipline referral and will receive a zero on the assignment.  No makeups are allowed for assignments receiving a zero due to plagiarism or copying.  

* I understand that life happens and sometimes you may not feel prepared or ready and cheating/plagiarizing is a last resort that students turn to when they are feeling overwhelmed.  Before you even think about resorting to this solution, please come talk to me and we can always work something out.
Behavior Expectations:
Since English class is a class where you are expected to think outside the box, I promote a positive, supportive atmosphere.  In our classroom, we are creative, we learn from our mistakes, we are a team, we celebrate each other’s successes, we try our best, and we respect each other.  I keep a daily log for each class of behavior.  For those students submitting homework on time and maintaining all of their classroom points for the day, they will receive one point toward their class’s reward score.  At the end of each month, the class with the highest reward score percentage will earn a reward day.
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-          -

I understand the classroom policies and expectations explained above.

Student name: _________________________________________________________________


Student signature: ______________________________________________________________

Guardian signature: _____________________________________________________________
